
RESOLUTION NO. 1739 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE FEDERAL  
COLUMBIA RIVER POWER SYSTEM AND  
THE FOUR LOWER SNAKE RIVER DAMS 

   
   
  WHEREAS, Mason County Public Utility District No. 3 customers enjoy 
98% carbon-free electricity; and  
 

WHEREAS, 82% of PUD 3’s carbon-free, renewable electricity comes 
from 31 federal hydropower dams in the Columbia River Basin; and 
 
  WHEREAS, cost-based electricity generated by federal hydropower 
dams in the Columbia River Basin gives the Pacific Northwest economy a significant 
comparative advantage; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Lower Snake River Dams produce over 1,000 average 
megawatts of electricity each year, enough power for a city the size of Seattle; and 
 
  WHEREAS, 11% of renewable, clean hydropower used by Mason 
County Public Utility District No. 3 customers comes from the Lower Snake River 
Dams; and 
 
  WHEREAS, removing electricity generated by the Lower Snake River 
Dams would create a regional shortfall in energy capacity; and 
 
  WHEREAS, of the 31 dams in the Columbia River Basin, the Lower 
Snake River Dams are among the most cost-effective to operate, providing low-cost 
power ranging from $10 to $14 per megawatt-hour; and 
 
  WHEREAS, high technology and manufacturing firms have located 
facilities in the Pacific Northwest because of the region’s reliable, carbon-free 
hydropower, thus creating jobs and boosting local economies; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Lower Snake River Dams provide irrigation for over 7 
million acres of farmland producing $8 billion in agricultural income; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Lower Snake River Dams provide navigable waters for 
barge shipping. Over 3.5 million tons of cargo were barged on the Snake and 
Columbia Rivers in 2017. It would have taken over 35,140 rail cars or 135,000 semi-
trucks to carry the same amount of cargo; and 
 
  WHEREAS, dams on the Columbia and Snake Rivers provide flood 
control, protecting the lives and property of thousands of Pacific Northwest residents; 
and 
  WHEREAS, dams on the Columbia and Snake Rivers provide 
recreation opportunities unlike any other region of the country; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the Columbia River Basin hydropower system contributes 
to clean air, water and lands enjoyed by millions in the Pacific Northwest; and 
 
  WHEREAS, a new Washington state law requires that by 2045 that all 
retail energy sales shall come from carbon free resources; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the law includes existing hydropower as an eligible 
resource for utilities complying with the 100% clean energy requirement; and  
 
  WHEREAS, studies show that the loss of hydropower resources would 
hinder Mason County Public Utility District No. 3’s ability to meet requirements in the 
clean energy law in a cost-effective manner; and 
 
  WHEREAS, hydropower is used to quickly and efficiently integrate 
intermittent power sources such as solar and wind energy into the Pacific Northwest 
electricity grid; and 



   
  WHEREAS, customers of the Bonneville Power Administration have 
invested nearly $17-billion in infrastructure and fish mitigation projects since 1978, 
including projects that address hydroelectric operations, habitat, hatcheries and 
harvest; and  
            
  WHEREAS, investments, made in accordance with Biological Opinions 
approved by National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries, have 
successfully improved fish runs. As a result, more than 96% of young salmon survive 
passage at each dam on their migration downstream; and 
 
  WHEREAS, in 2014, there were more Chinook, Sockeye, and Coho 
salmon that returned to Bonneville Dam than any year since the dam was built in 
1938; and 
 
  WHEREAS, although there were declines in overall salmon returns in 
2017 and 2018, studies by NOAA Fisheries have identified ocean conditions as the 
cause. Further, poor ocean conditions are expected to improve by 2020, resulting in 
a forecast of improved overall salmon returns; 
 
  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of 
Mason County Public Utility District No. 3 supports the continued operation of the 
Lower Snake River Dams. The board recognizes the dams’ importance to the 
reliability of the Pacific Northwest electric grid and the carbon-free, renewable, 
reliable, and low-cost energy they provide as an important part of a clean energy 
future. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that reducing the generating capacity of 
the Columbia Basin hydropower system by removing the Lower Snake River Dams 
would harm Mason County Public Utility District No. 3’s ability to provide reliable, 
efficient, clean and affordable power to its customers.  
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that based on studies and management 
plans developed by NOAA Fisheries and its federal partners, the Board of 
Commissioners agrees that hydroelectric dams and salmon can coexist. 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mason County Public Utility District 
No. 3 continues the task of educating its customers and others about the benefits of 
hydropower to Mason County, the State of the Washington and the Pacific 
Northwest, and of the threats posed to salmon runs by factors such as lost habitat, 
predation and ocean conditions. 
 
  ADOPTED this 9th day of July 2019, by the Board of Commissioners of 
Public Utility District No. 3 of Mason County, Washington. 
 


