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Mason County PUD No. 3
Utility Fuel Mix Report
Legislation passed in 2000 directed electric
utilities in Washington to report their fuel mix
to customers each year.
The 2015 fuel mix for PUD 3*
(reported in 2017) listed as a percentage of the
total is:

SOURCE

PERCENTAGE

Hydroelectric

84%

Nuclear

10%

Wind

3%

Coal

2%

Natural Gas

1%

Biomass

0%

Other Non-Biogenic

0%

Other Biogenic

0%

Petroleum

0%

Solar

0%

Biogas

0%

Geothermal

0%

Waste

0%
TOTAL

100%

*SOURCE: Washington State 2015 Fuel Mix
Disclosure Report,
Washington State Department of Commerce,
Olympia, WA

Celebrating Public Power
Week - October 1-7!

P

ublic Power Week celebrates
affordable electricity and the
distinct advantages public power
offers nearly 34,000 PUD 3 customers.
The week-long observation also
honors the democratic tradition of
community decision-making that led
to the founding of the PUD in the 1934
general election.
PUD 3 staff will be hosting hundreds
of Mason County fifth graders during
the week. The students will learn
about where their electricity comes
from, the importance of hydropower
for continued reliable service, other
renewable energy sources, and what
the PUD does to improve the lives of all
its customers.
Public Power Week is celebrated
in conjunction with the American
Public Power Association (APPA) in
Washington, D.C. APPA is a national
service organization for community
and state-owned electric utilities.
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THEME: Energy in Motion

For contest rules and registration
forms visit: www.pud3.org/art

To sign up visit: www.pud3.org/run

M

PUD 3 Seeks to Expand Broadband Availability with
“Fiberhood Program”

ason PUD 3 is
coordinating the new
“Fiberhood Program,”
designed to expand access to
PUD 3’s fiber optic network
for gigabit-speed broadband
service.
The Fiberhood process
identifies potential
neighborhoods that are
unserved or under-served;
can easily be connected to
the PUD’s fiber optic lines
(overhead & underground);
and don’t have other options
for high quality internet
services.
The Fiberhood program
is launching with about
20 potential Fiberhoods
across Mason County. As
we perform underground
maintenance projects for the
electrical system or expand
the fiber network to connect
additional pieces of electrical
equipment, new Fiberhoods
will be added along the way.
Among other factors,

expansion of service is based
on a guaranteed level of
customer commitment to
connect to the fiber optic
network. To pay for the
fiber network expansion
into our customers’
neighborhoods and all
the way to their homes,
Fiberhood customers pay
an additional “Construction
Adder” on their internet bill.
The Construction Adder is
an additional $25 per month
for 12 years, included in the
bill issued by the customer’s
selected internet service
provider. It covers the cost
of the physical connection
to the network. As a public
utility, it is the PUD’s intent
to recover costs, not create
a profit.
Only active users in
successfully established
Fiberhoods will pay the
construction adder; not all
PUD 3 customers; and not
customers in Fiberhoods that
choose not to take service.

The PUD provides
wholesale, high-speed
telecommunications services
in its service territory. Enduse consumers will work
with PUD 3’s retail service
partners for the types and
prices of services they would
receive through a connection
to the PUD’s fiber optic
network.
Up to 4,000 residents in
the PUD 3 service territory
have contacted the utility
asking that the PUD help
bring broadband to their
communities. Surveys
conducted over the winter
showed that slow speeds,
high costs, or unavailable
service were frustrating
shortcomings for those who
live in the more rural areas
of Mason County.
See If You’re In A Fiberhood:
www.pud3.org/fiberhood

Winter Chills = Higher Bills

Be Prepared for Colder Winter Months

PUD 3 Outage Map

Tips To Eliminating
Energy Waste

Brand-new & Mobile-friendly

D

Operations Assistant, Janna Puhn,
Monitors & Updates the Outage Map

espite our best efforts,
power outages happen.
When they do, we get a lot of
questions.
• What caused it?
• When will it be back on?

•

How many people are
out of power?
• Who is affected?
If you have the questions,
we’ve got the answers. Check
out our brand-new, mobile-

friendly, PUD 3 OUTAGE
MAP!
At www.pud3.org/outagemap,
you’ll see a map of the
county, broken into various
areas. If there’s a power
outage, it’ll show up there.
When you tap or click on an
outage shown on the map,
you’ll see lots of information:
when the power went out;
the cause of the outage; if a
crew has been assigned to
it; and, an estimated time of
restoration. As soon as our
outage team gets a report
from the crews in the field,
the map is updated, and your
questions are answered!
We also try to keep our
Facebook page updated as
we get information. But,
we usually only post about
outages that are larger than
100 or so customers.

Clean Audits from Washington State
Auditor’s Office for 38 Straight Years
PUD 3 received its 38th
consecutive clean report from
the Washington State Auditor’s
Office on the PUD’s financial
management, operations, and
compliance with state laws and
regulations.
The Washington State Auditor’s
Office focused on financial and
accountability audits in its recent
review of PUD 3. Financial audits

ensure the PUD accounts for
public funds, and certifies units
of state and local government
adhere to required laws and
regulations relating to financial
matters such as bidding and
contracts.
“Our mission is to provide
safe, reliable and economical
service every day, “ said Annette
Creekpaum, PUD 3 manager.

“The audit verifies that our
financial management and
day-to-day operations are of the
highest quality.”
PUD 3 has also received
twelve consecutive Certificates
of Excellence in Financial
Reporting from the International
Government Finance Officers
Association of the U.S. & Canada.

•

Adjust your thermostat

Set it to 68 degrees when
home or awake and 55
degrees when away or
sleeping.

•

Let the heat flow

•

Turn down the water
heater

Rearrange furniture and
curtains to take advatage of
heat sources in the home.
The U.S. Dept. of Energy
recommends setting a
residential
water heater to
120o F.

•

Let the oven take a break

•

Install LED lights

•

Weatherstrip and caulk
doors & windows

Microwaves, toaster ovens,
and slow cookers use 50%
- 80% less energy than an
oven or range.
LED’s are up to 90% more
energy efficient than
traditional incandescent
bulbs and are more
affordable than ever.
Adding or repairing the
weatherstipping on
doors and windows can
significantly reduce heat
loss and drafts.

•

Unplug electronics when
not in use

This will ensure they are not
consuming energy while not
in use.

•
•

Turn off the lights

Turn off the lights in rooms
that are unoccupied.

Change the filters in your
heating system

Be sure to change the filters
regularly to keep the system
up and running efficiently.

•

M

ason PUD 3 has long
celebrated the benefits
of hydroelectricity. With good
reason. Reliable, renewable and
clean, hydropower makes up 87
percent of the electricity used in
local homes.
That’s why PUD 3 works to
maintain access to this excellent

energy source. PUD 3 works
with partners at the Bonneville
Power Administration, the
Pacific Northwest Congressional
delegation, and fellow utilities to
ensure that this legacy is passed
along to future generations.
PUD 3 has partnered with over
100 other electrical utilities and

organizations to remind local
customers that “Hydropower
Flows Here.” Whether you’re
watching TV, heating or cooling
your house, playing video
games, or cheering on the local
sports team under the lights,
hydropower flows here in Mason
County!

Adjust the temperature on
the refrigerator and freezer
To ensure they are running
efficiently, keep the o
refrigerator at about 38 F
and
the freezer at about
0o F.

For more information
on ways to eliminate
energy waste visit:
www.pud3.org/saveenergy

PUD 3 Employee Spotlight

Ali Burgess - Safety & Environmental Assistant

There’s More to Ali Burgess Than Meets The Eye!
Ali started with the utility in
October 2014. She began
her career in the customer
service department as a
switchboard operator and
was quickly promoted
to her current position
as the PUD’s Safety &
Environmental Assistant.
Born and raised in Shelton,
Ali grew up hunting and
fishing with her family. As
a youngster, she developed
a love for wildlife and
a passion for the great
outdoors.
Early on, Ali knew she
wanted to be a part of
preserving wildlife. While in
high school, Ali volunteered
with a biologist at the
Washington Department
of Fish & Wildlife. During
that time, she participated
in fawning surveys and
monitored endangered
western pond turtles
(among other things). It
was during that time Ali
knew she wanted to take
something that she loved,
and make a career out of it.
After high school, Ali went
to St. Martin’s University

before transferring to
Auburn University in
Alabama. There she attained
her Bachelors of Science
degree in Wildlife Ecology
and Management.
As the safety &
environmental assistant, Ali
is involved in everything to
do with safety, compliance,
and awareness; and she has
a set of skills that makes her
ideal for her position.
Most recently, Ali took
the lead on the PUD
Osprey project. She
researched and reviewed
the plans, and oversaw
the construction and
installation of the nesting
platform. Her expertise in
environmental compliance
laws and regulations

provided the utility with
the necessary information
to protect the Osprey and
maintain system reliability
(www.pud3.org/osprey).
Outside of work, Ali
regularly enjoys adventures
with her husband, Chad,
and dog, Kolt. She is also
part of an outdoor girl’s
club better known as the
Outdoor Chic Clique. The
club gets like-minded, girls
such as Ali together to enjoy
all things outdoors including
fishing and hiking. Recently,
the Chic Clique fished in the
Washington Tuna Classic as
the only all women’s team.
Hiking, hunting, fishing,
backpacking, camping, you
name it. If it’s outdoors, you
can count Ali in!
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PUD 3 News is a publication of
Public Utility District No. 3 of
Mason County. It is published
periodically to keep the
customers of PUD 3 updated
on local, regional, and national
developments within the
power industry.
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Shelton, WA 98584
Phone: 360-426-8255
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To Report a Power
Outage:
Download the SmartHub
app at my.PUD3.org
or call:
360-426-8255
available 24/7
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