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WHITHER THE WEATHER
PUD 3 SmartHub App & Weather Data Gives Powerful Energy Insights  

 
 

The weather, 
especially extreme 

temperatures, has the 
biggest impact on 

your utility bill.

There’s an old joke, “If the 
weather is always so nice in 
Hawaii, how do they start 
conversations?”
Western Washington State 
has a reputation for the 
difficulty in forecasting its 
weather. That’s probably 
why it’s such a conversation 
starter around here.
The weather, especially 
extreme temperatures, 
has the biggest impact on 
your utility bill. Heating and 
cooling accounts for nearly 
50 percent of the energy 

used in a typical U-S home, 
according to the U-S Energy 
Information Administration.
There’s a famous weather 
saying, “everybody 
talks about the 
weather, but 
nobody does 
anything about 
it.”
Although we can’t 
change the weather, 
PUD 3 technology can help 
us take steps to change 
the way it affects our home 
energy use.

Keeping track of average 
local temperatures and your 
daily energy use is a good 
way to identify habits or 

power hogs that may 
be increasing how 

much electricity 
you use. It can help 
you make energy 
decisions that are 

right for you and 
your family.

That’s where PUD 3’s 
SmartHub app comes in 
handy. By using the app 
online or on your smart 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Weather Station at Sanderson Field 



12 Winning entries will be selected!

PUD 3 Auditorium
Meeting Space Available for Non-Profit Organizations & Public Agencies

Weather (continued)
phone, you can see a chart 
of your home’s energy 
usage. There’s also a black 
line graph that shows daily 
local temperatures. It’s a 
good way to reveal how the 
weather affects your energy 
usage.
The temperature data 
comes from an official 
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric weather 
station at Sanderson 
Field near Shelton. While 
there are differences in 
weather among various 
parts of Mason County, 
this temperature data is a 
good indicator of the overall 
weather patterns in the 
area.
You can download 
the SmartHub app at      Get Started Today!

my.pud3.org or in your 
phone’s app store. It’s easy 
to set up and use, and it 
packs a powerful assortment 
of information.

Last summer, PUD 3 discovered its 
first Osprey nest. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) exercises federal 
authority over the conservation 
and management of Ospreys.  
These birds and their nests are 
protected. Osprey often use utility 
poles for nesting, posing a threat 
to themselves and jeopardizing 
system reliability through outages 
and damage to equipment. 
In order to reduce negative 
impacts to the birds and service 
disruptions to the utility, PUD 3 
employees designed, built and 
set a nesting platform near the 
developing nest. The nesting 
material was relocated to the 
platform and the Osprey quickly 
resumed nest construction on 
the freshly raised nest site. They 
continued to work on the nest 
until they migrated for the winter. 
Osprey migrate south in early Fall 
and return north in early Spring. 
These raptors have high nest site 
fidelity, meaning they return to 
the same nest year after year. 
They have a long migration trip 
that can be met with a number of 
difficulties, but we are hopeful for 
the pair to return home to Mason 
County.
Be on the lookout for the return 
of the osprey, as they continue 
to build their nest under the 
watchful eye of our PUD 3 Osprey 
Cam coming live in April.

www.pud3.org/osprey

Osprey Update

To see if your event or meeting meets our qualifications, or 
to review the updated policy about auditorium use visit: 

www.pud3.org/auditorium

Call Before You Dig
Call 811 Before Digging To Keep You & Underground Utilities Safe

Before you reach for the 
shovel to start digging, 
remember to call 811, the 
national call-before-you-dig 
number.

Call 811 before any digging 
project, from simple 
landscaping projects such as 
planting tress or shrubs to 

to digging to ensure enough 
time for utility lines to be 
properly marked. When 
calling be prepared to 
describe the location and 
description of the digging 
project. 
Calling before you dig 
prevents damage to 
underground facilities, 
service interruptions and 
injury. 
Work safely this season. 
Know what’s below. Call 
before you dig. 
(For more information on 
underground locates or to submit a 
locate request online visit: 
www.callbeforeyoudig.org)

building a deck or installing a 
mailbox.
The process is simple. 
It’s free to call 811, and 
makes it easy for the local 
one-call center to notify 
all appropriate utility 
companies. 
Call at least 48 hours prior 



Clearance Zone
Trees and shrubs 
should be planted at 
least 10 feet away 
from ground mounted 
transformers.

Large Tree Zone
Plant large trees (over 35 feet 
when mature) at least 50 feet 
away from overhead power 
lines. 

Medium Tree Zone
Plant medium trees (25 
to 35 fee when mature) at 
least 25 feet away from 
overhead power lines. 

Low Tree Zone
It is best not to plant in 
this area. If you do, plant 
only low-growing, trees 
and shrubs with a height 
of less than 15 feet when 
mature. 

Pruning Zone
Trees will be pruned if 

they are within 10 feet of 
overhead power lines to 

help prevent outages. 
35 feet high or higher

35 feet high or less

15 feet high or less

at least 50 feet away

25-50 feet away

10-25 feet away

Spring Is Here
Be sure to plant the right tree in the right place!
www.pud3.org/trees

FREE LED Starter Kit!
Stop by and pick up your FREE LED Starter Kit at 
any PUD 3 location: downtown Shelton, Johns 

Prairie Operations Center, or Belfair! 
Kit includes a case of eight general purpose LEDs. 

While supplies last.

PUD 3 Has a 
Quick Request!

It’s important to have your 
phone number on file with 
us, whether it’s a land-line, 

mobile or both.
Why? We need to be able to 
get in touch with your for a 
variety of reasons, including 

notification of suspicious 
activity on your account.

It’s easy to do  at  
my.pud3.org or on the 

SmartHub app! 
Thanks for helping us 

help you!

Students Awarded for Electricity Related Science Projects
Students Recognized by PUD 3 at Skookum Rotary’s Annual Science Fair

PUD 3

Three local students received 
trophies and cash awards 

from PUD 3 for their electricity-
related projects at Skookum 
Rotary’s March 17 Mason 
County Science Fair.

• 1st place - Brooke Billingsley
• 2nd place - Oden Halverson
• 3rd place - Malaki Mathew

PUD’s education committee is 
pleased to reward outstanding 
students in Mason County 
who are committed to learning 
about the important role that 
electricity plays in our daily 
lives. 
Thank you to Skookum Rotary 
for taking a leadership role in 
encouraging local scholars in 
their scientific pursuits. 

PUD 3

Photo L-R: Justin Holzgrove (PUD3); 
Malaki Mathew; Brooke Billingsley; 

Chris Jorgensen (PUD 3); 
Oden Halverson



PUD 3 News
PUD 3 News is a publication of 
Public Utility District No. 3 of 
Mason County. It is published 
periodically to keep the 
customers of PUD 3 updated 
on local, regional, and national 
developments within the 
power industry.

Main Office:
P.O. Box 2148
2621 E. Johns Prairie Road
Shelton, WA 98584
Phone: 360-426-8255
Fax: 360-426-8547
www.pud3.org

Downtown Shelton
Payment Center:
310 W. Cota Street
Shelton, WA 98584

Belfair Payment Center:
P.O. Box 395
21341 E. Highway 3
Belfair, WA 98528
Phone: 360-275-2833
Fax: 360-275-6674

Toll free from Elma:
360-861-4247

Pay-by-Phone:
1-844-255-3683

What’s on a Power Pole?

Download the SmartHub 
app at my.pud3.org

or call:
360-426-8255
available 24/7

To Report a 
Power Outage:

Guy Wire

Ground Wire

Telecommunication 
Cables

Neutral Line

Cutout/Fuse

Insulator

Primary Wires
Run between poles and 
carry electricity at 7,200 
volts. PUD 3 uses covered 
conductor called “tree-
wire” to reduce outages 
on overhead power lines.

Support device used to 
insulate the conductors 
from each other and from 
the pole or tower.

Open or “blow” when 
there’s a problem with 
the line or section of it, 
breaking the circuit.

Common grounding 
conductor and return path 
for the electrical system.

Owned by many different 
companies, these lines run 
at lower heights between 
poles.

Directs any electricity on 
the pole safely into the 
ground.

Helps stabilize poles.

Distribution Pole

Bushing

Transformer

Secondary Wires

An insulated fitting for carrying the 
conductor (a wire, cable, rod or tube)
through the enclosure of electrical 
equipment, such as a transformer or 
capacitor.

Device that steps down the voltage 
from the utility pole to the level 
needed by customers in their homes.

On the lower voltage side of the 
transformer, these lines deliver 
electricity to homes.

Switches & Reclosers
Increase reliability and isolate 
outages to as few customers as 
possible.

PUD 3 owns and maintains 
about 30,000 poles 
throughout Mason County

When there is a problem with a power line the 
cutout/fuse on the power pole will open or “blow.” 
When this happens it makes a loud bang like a 
shotgun. A fuse is designed to fail and break the 
circuit to protect workers and other valuable 
equipment. 

Did You Know?


