
Plant with an eye for the future. Plant with an eye for the future.

For more information:

Trees & Power Lines
Call Before You Dig: Dial 811

As always, don’t forget to call 811 
before digging holes for trees, 
shrubs, or fence posts. Homeowners 
often make risky assumptions about 
whether or not they should get 
their utility lines marked, but every 
digging job requires a call – even 
small projects like planting trees and 
shrubs. The depth of utility lines varies and there may be 
multiple utility lines (such as electricity, phone, cable TV, 
water, sewer, gas, etc.) in a common area. Digging without 
calling can disrupt service to an entire neighborhood, harm 
you and those around you, and potentially result in fines 
and repair costs. Calling 811 before every digging job gets 
a free location and marking service for underground utility 
lines and helps prevent undesired consequences.

Carefully positioned trees can save on a household’s energy 
use for heating and cooling. A large deciduous (leaf-
shedding) tree, planted in the right place, can save money in 
reduced cooling costs, and allow winter sunshine to reduce 
heating and lighting costs. 

Here are a few tips if you’re looking to leverage your 
planting-plans for a little energy saving potential, so get out 
your compass and let’s take a walk around your yard!

•	 Plant deciduous trees with high, spreading crowns 
(leaves and branches) to the south of your home to 
provide maximum summertime roof shading.

•	 Be careful not to plant evergreens too close to your 
home’s south side if you want the warmth from the 
winter sun.

•	 Trees with crowns lower to the ground are more 
appropriate on the west side of the house, where shade 
is needed from lower afternoon sun.

•	 Trees and bushes can form a strategic windbreak to 
keep the fall and winter winds from pummeling your 
home, forcing cold air in, and warm air out.

Don’t just focus on what to plant. Perhaps removing trees 
or limbs is the right solution for your home. This can make a 
large impact when considering the massive fir trees of Mason 
County.

Right Tree - Right Place

Unfortunately trees that grow near power lines can be 
dangerous and cause power outages. Trees and limbs 

cause a large percentage of outages. 
When taking stock of the trees and 
landscaping in your area, if you 
come across a potentially hazardous 
tree or situation regarding PUD 3’s 
equipment or power lines, report it at 
www.masonpud3.org/hazardtree 
or call (360) 426-0888. We’d prefer 

to take care of problems through preventive maintenance, 
rather than emergency outage situations.

Report Hazardous Trees or Limbs

Low Hedge

Evergreen Trees

Deciduous Trees

360-426-8255 
www.masonpud3.org/trees
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Consider the Surroundings
When evaluating plants and trees for your yard, do not plant 
or landscape near power transformers, or under power lines. 
Working or playing near transformers can be potentially 
hazardous. Landscaping can hide or restrict important utility 
access to equipment for maintenance and repairs. If you 
have trees or shrubs growing near your electricity meter, 
please trim them for meter reader access. 

Lastly, do not plant trees beneath the power lines. Over 
time, trees grow into the lines causing the potential for 
dangerous situations or extended outages. Well planned 
landscaping will not only add beauty to your yard, it will 
also ensure that the plants and trees are compatible with 
overhead utility lines.

Trees and Safety
•	 If a tree branch breaks off and lands on an electric 

line, causing a dangerous situation, call 360-426-8255 
immediately. Do not touch the branch or wire.

•	 Don’t cut down trees or prune branches near power 
lines. Call the PUD to remove the tree or branch.

•	 Never let your ladder touch a power line. Always 
assume power lines are energized and dangerous. 

•	 Make sure children do not climb trees anywhere near 
power lines. 

•	 Before planting a tree, look up to see if it will grow 
anywhere near overhead lines. Proper tree planting 
can help prevent future problems. 

Mason County PUD 3 manages nearly 700 miles of 
overhead electrical lines throughout its service territory. 
Every year, PUD 3 makes a significant investment in 
keeping vegetation clear of power lines, balancing sound 
environmental practices with the need to provide reliable 
electricity.

Trees growing too close to power lines can disrupt electrical 
service and cause dangerous situations and costly repairs. 
You can do your part by following a few guidelines when 
considering your home’s landscape.

Following the tips in this brochure can help you and your 
family stay safe, conserve energy and help preserve a 
reliable electrical system while working on your landscape. 
You can obtain additional information by contacting PUD 3’s 
engineering department or visiting the website.

Trees and Power Lines

Low Tree ZoneMedium Tree ZoneLarge Tree Zone
Plant large trees (over 35 feet when mature) at 
least 50 feet away from overhead power lines. 

Clearance Zone
Trees and shrubs should 

be planted at least 10 feet 
away from ground-mounted 

transformers.

Plant medium trees (25 
to 35 feet when mature) 

at least 25 feet away from 
overhead power lines.

It is best not to plant in 
this area. If you do, plant 

only low-growing trees and 
shrubs with a height of  less 
than 15 feet when mature.

25-50 feet away

10-25 feet away

at least 50 feet away

35 feet high or less

15 feet high or less

35 feet high or higher

keep clear
Keep area around meter 
clear from obstructions 
and debris for visibility 
and safety.

PUD	3
PUD	3

Pruning Zone
Trees and shrubs will be pruned 
if they are within 10 feet of 
overhead power lines to help 
prevent outages.


